
 

	  

 Writers as Architects: Creating Structure in Nonfiction 

Alexandra Siy and Loree Griffin Burns 

New England SCBWI Spring Conference • Springfield, MA • Saturday, May 3, 2014 

 
Contacting Us 
 
Alexandra Siy 
www.alexandrasiy.com 
siy.science@gmail.com or alex@alexandrasiy.com  
http://inkthinktank.com/ink-thinkers 
Or find me on Facebook (Alexandra Siy), Twitter (@AlexandraSiy), Linkedin (Alexandra Siy) 
 
Loree Griffin Burns 
www.loreeburns.com 
loreegriffinburns@yahoo.com 
Or find me on Facebook (Loree Griffin Burns, Author), Twitter (@LoreeGBurns), Google+, etc 
 
Bibliography 
 
Aston, Diana Hutts and Silvia Long. An Egg is Quiet. Chronicle, 2006. 
 
Aston, Diana Hutts and Silvia Long. A Seed Is Sleepy. Chronicle, 2007. 
 
Bayrock, Fiona and Carolyn Conahan. Bubble Homes and Fish Farts. Charlesbridge, 2009.  
 
Bragg, Georgia and Kevin O’Malley. How They Croaked. Scholastic, 2011.  
 
Burns, Loree Griffin. Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion. Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 
 
Burns, Loree Griffin and Ellen Harasimowicz. Citizen Scientists: Be a Part of Scientific Discovery from Your own 
Backyard. Henry Holt, 2012. 
 
Burns, Loree Griffin and Ellen Harasimowicz. The Hive Detectives: Chronicle of a Honey Bee Catastrophe. 
Houghton Mifflin, 2010. 
 
Campbell, Sarah. Growing Patterns: Fibonacci Numbers in Nature. Boyds Mills, 2010. 
 
Ephron, Nora. “What Narrative Writers Can Learn from Screenwriters,” in Telling True Stories: A Nonfiction Writers 
Guide, edited by Mark Kramer and Wendy Call. Plume, 2007. 
 
Gerstein, Mordicai. The Man Who Walked Between the Towers. Roaring Brook, 2003 
 
Heuer, Karsten. Being Caribou: Five Months on Foot with a Caribou Herd. Walker, 2007.  
 
Jenkins, Steve. Just a Second: A Different Way to Look at Time. Houghton Mifflin, 2011.  
 
Kingsolver, Barbara. Animal, Vegetable, Miracle. HarperCollins, 2007. 
 
Levenson, George and Shmuel Thaler. Pumpkin Circle. Tricycle, 1999.Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin. 
Houghton Mifflin, 2012.  
 
Pringle, Laurence and Bob Marstall. An Extraordinary Life. Orchard, 1997. 
 



	   	  
Raffles, Hugh. Insectopedia. Pantheon, 2010. 
 
Sheinkin, Steve. Bomb. Roaring Brook, 2012.  
 
Siy, Alexandra. Cars on Mars: Roving the Red Planet. Charlesbridge, 2009. 
 
Siy, Alexandra and Dennis Kunkel. Mosquite Bite. Charlesbridge, 2005. 
 
Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Crown, 2010. 
 
Stewart, Melissa and Nicole Wang. No Monkeys, No Chocolate. Charlesbridge, 2013. 
 
Stone, Tanya Lee. Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream. Candlewick, 2009. 
 
Strother, Ruth and Bob Marstall. B is for Blue Planet: An Earth Science Alphabet. Sleeping Bear Press, 2011. 
 
Winter, Jeannette. The Watcher: Jane Goodall’s Life with the Chimps. Schwartz & Wade, 2011.  
 
Zschock, Martha Day. Journey Around Cape Cod & the Islands from A to Z. Covered Bridge Press, 1999. 
 
 
Other Resources 
 
The title of this talk pays homage to a short NYT article by architect and writer Matteo Pericoli, who got us 
thinking deeply about the topic. You can access this article here:  
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/08/03/writers-as-architects/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0	  
	  
Matteo Pericoli’s Blog: 
http://www.matteopericoli.com/news.html 
 
The Laboratory of Literary Architecture: 
http://www.lablitarch.com/ 
 
Loree’s structural analysis of Martin Jenkins and Vicky White’s Can We Save the Tiger: 
http://loreeburns.wordpress.com/2013/10/21/nonfiction-monday-can-we-save-the-tiger/	  
	  
Alex’s post about writing Cars on Mars 
http://charlesbridge.blogspot.com/2010/05/going-to-mars.html 
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The Open Notebook blog, especially this post by Brian Vastag on structure in a profile piece: 
http://www.theopennotebook.com/2012/12/13/brian-vastag-dinosaurs/ 
 


